


Biodiversity observation networks in the Asia-Pacific region
The Asia-Pacific Biodiversity Observation Network (APBON) is a network of institutions and research groups in 
the AP region. APBON contributes to and utilizes a knowledge resource base for decision making and policy 
making for the conservation of biodiversity and ecosystems. APBON was launched in 2009, in response to the 
establishment of the Biodiversity Observation Network under the Group on Earth Observations in 2008. APBON 
is closely collaborating with Asia-Oceania GEO.

Asia-Pacific Marine BON (AP-MBON) furthers the development of marine biodiversity science in the Asia-Pacific 
region, as a sub-group of the MBON and Asia-Pacific BON networks of GEO BON.

APBON’s approaches for biodiversity monitoring involve three levels: remote sensing, ecological process 
research, and species/genetic research. APBON tries to link the outcomes of each level of observation with an 
aim to contribute to policy making for the conservation of biodiversity.

APBON develops activities based on three pillars below
1. Research, monitoring and assessment of biodiversity
  - Monitoring status and changes of biodiversity and ecosystem functions
  - Filling observation and knowledge gaps – capacity development of field survey, 
    utilization of UAV and satellite observations, application of cutting-edge technology, etc.
  - Improvement of accessibility to data and knowledge information platform – GBIF etc.
  - Contributions to assessment, society and policy - IPBES, KM-GBF and SDGs 

2. Promotion of collaboration and support 
  - Launch of National BONs
  - Collaboration of biodiversity and ecosystem networks
  - Collaboration of science and policies, collaboration of science and societies

3. Capacity building and dissemination
  - Cultivation of students, young researchers, and data and knowledge users
  - Dissemination to local communities

APBON fosters broader collaboration and engagement at regional and global scales through
multidisciplinary approach to answer the national, regional, and global needs. 

( Takeuchi et al. 2021 )

APBON organizes its workshop and web seminar for joint research, data analysis and capacity building. If you 
are interested in joining these activities, please visit our website.

New strategies for 2030
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APBON books

1.  The Biodiversity Observation Network in the Asia-Pacific Region:  
 Toward Further Development of Monitoring. (eds.) S. Nakano et  
 al. (2012), Ecological Research Monographs, Springer
2.  Asia-Pacific Biodiversity Observation Network: Integrative  
 Observations and Assessments. (eds.) S. Nakano et al. (2014),  
 Ecological Research Monographs, Springer
3.  Asia-Pacific Biodiversity Observation Network: Aquatic
 Biodiversity Conservation and Ecosystem Services. (eds.) S.  
 Nakano et al. (2016) Ecological Research Monographs, Springer

APBON Strategy Paper

 The Asia-Pacific Biodiversity Observation Network: 10-year  
 achievements and new strategies to 2030. Takeuchi et al.  
 (2021). Ecological Research 36: 232-257
 https://doi.org/10.1111/1440-1703.12212

New mission: 
• Promoting interdisciplinary research and  
 problem-solving approaches to fill gaps in  
 observation and knowledge 
• Promoting data sharing and data
 accessibility among observation networks  
 through networking
• Delivering accrued information and knowledge  
 to stakeholders and global platforms

Key activities: 
• Biodiversity research and monitoring:   
 promoting national BONs, improving   
 knowledge using cutting-edge technologies
• Interlinking of networks: facilitating both  
 science- and policy-relevant societies
• Capacity building: conducting workshops
 on monitoring skill development for students  
 and professionals associated with NGOs

Achievements:
• Contribution to IPBES
 regional assessment
• Data sharing
• Engagement of scientists with
 national and regional BONs
 through meetings and projects
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Mission: 
• Fostering networking between institutions and   
 research groups
• Promoting collaborative projects and sharing of   
 information
• Disseminating scientific knowledge for decision makers  
 to aid the conservation of biodiversity and ecosystems 
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