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Summary

Data sea turtle landing and nesting of 32 sites, out of 41 sites, were gathered in fiscal
year of 2015. 2,066 landing and 1,288 nesting of loggerhead sea turtle, 403 landing and 182 nesting
of green turtle, 1 nesting of hawksbill sea turtle were confirmed. The number of loggerhead sea turtle
nests increased from 2008 and peaked at 2012, but then decreased from 2013 to 2015. In 2014 and
2015, the number of nests decreased by about 40% each year. Sites were divided into south of Amami
Islands, Tanegashima Island, Kyushyu, Shikoku, Kii peninsula and Enshunada sea and changes in
number of nests were compared. Number of loggerhead nests decreased in all regions in 2015. The
number of green turtle nests was same as the last year in Nansei Islands. In Tanegashima Island, nests
of green turtle were not confirmed from 2004 to 2011, but were then confirmed continuously from
2012.

Sand temperatures were monitored by data loggers at 10 sites. Many data loggers were lost by
Typhoon and only 9 loggers at 5 sites were collected. Temperature of two sites in Okinawa dropped
with approach of typhoon #9, #12, #13, #15. Sites of Honshu and Shikoku dropped with typhoon #11
and heavy rain at autumn. The average sand temperatures were lower than usual years. Sand
temperature effect embryo development and 31.6 degrees C is the cut off value. Period of sand
temperature above 31.6 degrees C was similar to previous years.

Surveys regarding wild mammal predation were conducted and predation was confirmed at 8 sites
Total of 15 predation, counting from year 2014, was confirmed. Most of the predator were raccon
dogs (4 sites), followed by fox (3 sites) and ryukyu wild boars (2 sites). Predation risk by ryukyu wild
boars increased in sites of Iriomote Island. Because predation by wild mammals spread in Ensyunada
sites, nests were either protected by wire nets or relocated.

We review method of deta collection and sites since Last year, and Method of data collection was
changed to recurts supporter to publication of collected data. This renewal was reported to researchers
at 26th Japanese sea turtle symposium in Ichinomiya, Chiba prefecture, and workshops in Kii and
Okinawa region.

As a part of outreach to local investigators, information exchange workshop was held in Kii
peninsula and Okinawa region. 21 people and 43 people participated in each workshop, respectively.
We discussed serious beach erosions and harmful effect of eco-tour on Kii peninsula. In Okinawa
workshop, activities were reported and traffic accident site of female sea turtle, which came ashore on

August 2015 to lay eggs, was visited.
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