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Abstract

As part of the Monitoring - Sites 1000 Project, 10 seabird monitoring sites were
observed f or the fiscal year 20 15. The main focus was to monitor breeding status of
seabirds, and to record the factors affecting seabird habitat, examples of which are
predators, human disturbance, and natural disaster. Results are compared to previous
data where a vailable.

Shiretoko Peninsula (Fig. 1-1.2): A total of 556 nests of Japanese Cormorant
( Phalacrocorax capiflatus ), 878 nests of  Slaty - backed Gull s ( Larus schistisagus ), no
nests of Black -tailed Gulls (L. crassirostris ), and 46 nests of Spectacled Guillemot
( Cepphus carbgy were recorded. The Spectacled Guillemot population has become stable
since 2011. Itwas suggested thatt he conservation action of the guillemots operate d
to good effect

Daikokwjima (Fig. 1-1.4): Estimated burrow number of Leach 's Storm- petrel
( Oceanodroma leucorhoawas 682 440 (-7.2% compared to 1997 . Nests of Slaty - backed
Gull s weredecreasing from1997 (-98.1%). White- tailedseaeagles( Haliacetus albicilla )
often disturbed to the gull colony.

Bententjima (Fig. 1-1.6): Amaximum of 93 Sectacled Guillemotand 12 active nests
were recorded. The population has been stable since 2004. Risk of rat predation exists,
since a bridge is connecting the island to the mainland.

Sanganjima(Fig. 1-1.9):Threespeciesof storm- petrelsarebreedingin smallnumbers
in alimited area of this island. The breeding area was heavily damaged by the Tsunami
androckfallscausedbythe March2011 earthquake. Althoughallthethree petrel species
returned the island, breeding status could not be investigated

Miike - jima(Fig. 1-1.22):ltwasconsideredthatRoseate Terns( Sternadougal /i )did

not breed this year on this artificial island, a major breeding site of this species
in usual years. No nests have recorded ina 2-3yearcycle .

Amamilslands (Fig. 1-1.26):Atotal of 79 Roseate Ternsand one nest, 79 Back - naped
Terns ( S sumatrang and 13 nests wererecorded at 4islands. The nests were recorded
only at Amami - Oshima. It seemed that breeding of the terns was failed by a typhoon in
2015

Okinawalsland area (Fig. 1-1.27): Atotal of 2,939 Roseate Terns and 982 nests, 440
Black - naped Terns and 115 nests, 30 Bridled Terns (S anaethetus) were recorded. It
seemed that breeding of the terns was failed by a typhoon in 2015

Miyakolslands(Fig. 1-1.28): 5tern spedeswerefoundbreedingon 4 islandsorislets.
During study period, bird -watchers landed the large breeding colony of terns,
GunkanPanari, to take pictures of terns.

Yaeyama Islands (Fig. 1-1.29): A total of 1,491 Roseate Terns and 324 nests, 492



Back - napedTernsand 153nests, 76 Little  Terns (S albifrons )and 58 nests wererecorded
at5islands . It seemed that post -fledging chicks were very few by three typhoons in
2015

Nakanokamishima (Fig. 1-1.30): Three species of terns, Brown Booby ( Sula
Leucogaster), StreakedShearwater,andBulwer ' sPetrel( Bulweriabulweri )werebreeding.
After three typhoons passed the island, 55 dead adultand 8 chick Brown Booles were

observed.
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