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Summary

We gathered data on numbers of sea turtle landing and nesting in this fiscal year of
2014. As a result, 3636 landing and 2318 nesting of loggerhead sea turtle, 387 landing
and 212 nesting of green turtle, 16 nesting and 4 nesting of hawksbill sea turtle were
confirmed. Since the start of this project in 2004, the number of loggerhead sea turtle
nests increased sharply at 2008 and repeated the increase and decrease in one year
cycles. According to this pattern, the number of nests was expected to increase in 2014,
but the numbers decreased by about 40%. Sites were divided into south of Amami
Islands, Tanegashima Island, Kyushyu, Shikoku, Kii peninsula and Enshunada sea and
changes in number of nests were compared. The number increased only in Tanegashima
Island and decreased in other regions. Nests of green turtle also decreased by about 40 %
but more than 60 spawning of green turtles were confirmed continuously in
Tanegashima Island, since 2012.

Sand temperatures were monitored with data loggers at 10 project sites. Temperatures
of most sites dropped with approach of typhoon # 8, #11, and #12. The average sand
temperature of Okinawa Island and main land sites were lower than usual years, but
site of Kuroshima Island in Yaeyama Archipelago was higher because little rain was
observed after August. The changes in sand temperatures were smaller in the sites of
Okinawa Prefecture compared to the main land in Japan. Sand temperatures in main
land of Japan were over 31.6 degrees C, which is high for egg incubation.

Surveys regarding wild mammal predation were conducted because reports were rising.
Predation was confirmed at 12 sites. Predators were ryukyu wild boar in Ryukyu
Archipelago, and foxes and raccoon dogs in main land. Nest predations had been
increasing at 11 sites since 2008. Numbers in Minabe Senri Beach increased from 1993
to 1995, declined, and started to rise again in 2008. Sea turtle nests increased in 1990
and 2008, therefore, predations correlated with the fluctuation of sea turtle nesting.

As a part of outreach to local investigators, information exchange workshop was held in
Tanegashima Island. 15 people participated, and six presentations were given. We
confirmed the rise in number of nests at Tangegashima Island. Meanwhile, beach
erosions were of serious concern. We also discussed about fading interest of island
residents towards sea turtles, resulting from decline of traditional festivals using sea

turtles, and about tourist demand to observe sea turtle nesting.
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