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Abstract

As part of the Monitoring—Sites 1000 Project, 7 seabird sites were observed for the
fiscal year 2014. The main focus was to monitor the breeding status of seabirds, and
to record the factors affecting seabird habitat, examples of which are predators, human
disturbance, and natural disaster. Results are compared to previous data where
available.

Tobishima and Oshakujima (Fig. 1-1.11): Although previous studies had indicated about
1,500 nests of Black-tailed Gulls (Larus crassirostris) on Tateiwa, no nests were
observed in 2014. A feral cat (Felis catus) invaded the gull colony of Yurishima and
many dead gulls were observed. Scat analysis of a feral cat indicated that the cat preyed
on gulls.

Onbase—jima and Tadanae—jima (Fig. 1-1.12): For the first time, we investgated seabird
status on Onbase—jima and found the breeding colony of Swinhoe’ s Storm Petrel
(Oceanodroma monorhis). Onbase—jima is the second colony of Swinhoe’ s Storm Petrel on
Izu Islands. Estimated burrow number ranged from 6, 500 and 23, 400 of Streaked Shearwater
and from 20, 280 and 115,960 of Tristram s Storm Petrel (0. tristrami)

Hachijo—kojima (Fig. 1-1.14): 3 nests of Japanese Murrelet (Synthliboramphus
wumizusume) were observed on April at Kojine. 214 burrows of Swinhoe’ s Storm Petrel
were estimated on August and more than the previous study. No predators were observed
at Kojine.

Torishima (Fig. 1-1.15): 1, 155 Short-tailed Albatross adults (Diomedea albatrus) and
482 chicks, and 2, 092 Blackfoot Albatross (0. nigripes) chicks were observed. 55 burrows
of Tristram’ s Storm Petrel (0. tristrami) were recorded. A Black rat (Rattus rattus)
invaded the breeding site of Tristram’ s Storm Petrel. A Japanese Murrelet was also
observed on the breeding site of Tristram’ s Storm Petrel.

Fumishima (Fig. 1-1.19): 2, 740 Black-tailed Gulls and 822 chicks were observed. Adult
numbers decreased 29.5% from 2009. Izumo City monitors the breeding status of
Black-tailed Gulls every year.

Biro—jima and Sukumo Bay (Fig. 1-1.20): Burrows of Japanese Murrelet were observed
on Futanarabijima and Kohshima. 330 Japanese Murrelet burrows were estimated on
Kohshima.

Biro—jima (Fig. 1-1.24): New 38 Japanese Murrelet burrows were observed and were marked

by plates to monitor same burrows.
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