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SUMMARY

[Coral Reef Area]

The average coral cover within the Coral Reef Areas was 30% in FY 2014, similar to the
coral cover recorded in FY 2013.

The average coral cover recorded around Okinawa Island in FY 2014 remained the same
as in FY 2013, which declined from preceding years.. However, coral cover decreased
within the outer islands of Okinawa caused by typhoon damages.

Recovery of coral cover was shown by the growth of coral recruits within the Kerama
Islands and Amami Islands group, where the Acanthaster outbreak was recently over.

Decline of Acanthaster was registered around the Miyako Islands and Yabiji Reefs, but the
coral cover has not yet recovered.

Decline of Acanthaster was also occurred around Ishigaki Island and Sekisei Lagoon, but
bleaching from the high water temperature and typhoon damage affected coral growth in
these areas.

The average coral cover of Ogasawara Islands increased 50% from 40% of the last year
without any major disturbances.

[High Latitude Coral Community Area]

The average coral cover recorded within the High Latitude Coral Community Areas was
30%, which was similar to the coral cover recorded in FY 2012.

Typhoon damage and coral disease were recorded within the reefs of Kushimoto and the
coral cover did not show any increase compared to the last year.

No major disturbances occurred at Shikoku Island, but destruction of coral colonies by
typhoon at specific areas potentially disturbed coral growth this year.

No Acanthaster and Drupella were recorded at Tateyama, which is generally characterized
by low coral cover.

Serious predation from Acanthaster outbreak caused decrease of coral cover along the
Southern coast of Kagoshima prefecture. However, sedimentation of the volcanic ash
decreased and more juvenile colonies were observed at the study sites that indicated the
potential of coral recovery in this area.
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