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Abstract

As part of the Monitoring—Sites 1000 Project, 7 seabird monitoring sites were observed
for the fiscal year 2013. The main focus was to monitor breeding status of seabirds,
and to record the factors affecting seabird habitat, examples of which are predators,
human disturbance, and natural disaster. Results are compared to previous data.

Yururi and Moyururi Islands (Fig.1-1.3): 18 nests of Red-faced cormorant
(Phalacrocorax urile) were observed on the Moyururi Island. Though so many pairs of
Slaty-backed gulls (Larus schistisagus) had bred before 1998 at both islands, a little
pairs presently breed (53 nests at Yururi Island and 14 nests at Moyururi Island).
Increase in the number of White—tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) may be major reason.

Hidejima Island (Fig. 1-1.8) : Total burrows were estimated 13, 024 burrows of Streaked
shearwater (Calonectris leucomelas) and 117 burrows of two petrel species (Band-rumped
storm petrel (Oceanodroma castro) and Leach’ s storm petrel (0. leucorhoa)). Streaked
shearwater’ s burrows were decreasing after the March 2011 earthquake and may be related
to erosion by tsunami.

Mukojima Islands (Fig. 1-1.16): Monitoring survey was limited by rough seas. Total
burrows of Wedge—tailed shearwaters (Puffinus pacificus) and nests of Brown boobies
(Sula leucogaster) increased as compared with previously survey in 2008 at
Mukojima-Torishima Island. Though rat poison were scattered at the island in 2008 in
order to exterminate invasion Black rats (Rattus rattus), the relationship between
increase of seabird nests and effects of rat poison was still unknown because there are
other factors considered.

Kanmurijima and Kutsujima Islands (Fig.1-1.17): 12 nests of Japanese murrelet
(Synthliboramphus wumizusume) were observed and 6, 136 burrows of Swinhoe’ s storm petrel
(0. monorhis) were estimated at Kutsujima Island. Because traces of invasive species
such as rats were not observed, Kutsujima Island as a breeding site of seabirds is well.

Oki Islands (Fig.1-1.18): Nine nests of Japanese murrelet and three nests of

Swinhoe’ s storm petrel were observed at Hoshinokamijima Island. Because traces of
invasion species such as rats were not observed, Hoshinokamijima Island as a breeding
site of seabirds is well

Okinoshima and Koyashima Islands (Fig.1-1.21): Six nests of Japanese murrelet and
no nests of Swinhoe’ s storm petrel were observed at Koyashima Island. Breeding number
of these seabirds did not recover since Norway rats (Rattus norvegicus) made an invasion
to Koyashima Island in 2009.

Danjo Islands (Fig. 1-1.23): Though burrows of Streaked shearwater were observed at
Oshima and Meshima Islands, the number of burrows was very few as compared to other

breeding sites
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