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SUMMARY

[Coral Reef Area]

The average coral cover within the Coral Reef Areas was 30% in FY 2013 and it was
similar to the coral cover recorded in FY 2012.

The average coral cover recorded around the Okinawa Island declined in FY 2013
compared to FY 2012, with the decline attributed to mortality resulting from bleaching
brought on by high sea water temperatures along the Western Coast and predation by
Acanthasters within the outer islands of Okinawa.

There were signs of recovery within the Kerama Islands and Amami Islands group, with
the continued growth of coral recruits recorded within areas previously damaged by
Acanthaster.

Similarly, the growth of coral recruits around the Miyako Islands contributed to the
increasing trend in coral cover.

The coral cover increased along the eastern coast of Ishigaki Island, the central and
southern reefs of Sekisei Lagoon, with previously damaged corals showing signs of
recovery from bleaching caused by high sea water temperature, Acanthaster outbreaks and
typhoons

Outbreaks of Acanthaster, accessed as the presence of more than 10 individuals per 15
minutes swim, were recorded at the several monitoring stations within the northern reefs of
Sekisei Lagoon north and around the northern and western of the Iriomote Island.

[High Latitude Coral Community Area]

The average coral cover recorded within the High Latitude Coral Community Areas was
30%, which was similar to the coral cover recorded in FY 2012.

Recovery was observed at Iki Island and Kushimoto, where new coral recruits were
observed within areas previously damaged by typhoons, diseases and other disturbances.

Growth of Acropora communities contributed to the increase in coral cover at monitoring
stations along Shikoku Island.

No Acanthaster and Drupella were recorded at the Tateyama, which is generally
characterized by low coral cover.

There were indicators of potential disturbance within the reefs of Kushimoto, with
increased observations of coral diseases and large populations of Acanthaster and
Drupella.



® The outbreak of Acanthaster expanded from the south-western coast upwards to the eastern
coast in Shikoku Island while large populations of Acanthaster were observed to have
migrated northwards along the Southern coast of Kagoshima prefecture.
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