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SUMMARY 

[Coral Reef Area] 
� The average coral cover within the Coral Reef Areas was 30% in FY 2012 and it was the 

same as the coral cover recorded in FY 2011. 

� There were no significant disturbances such as Acanthasters (Acanthaster planci) and coral 
bleaching observed around Okinawa Island. Coral recruitments and juvenile coral colonies 
distributed near the reef edges of the Okinawa Island, however, the average coral cover has 
been changing around 30% and did not show any rapid growth since 2009.  

� The average coral cover recorded in Kerama Islands has not been recovered yet since it 
dropped to 20% caused by the predation of Acanthasters. 

� Although high density of Acanthasters was observed at Sekisei Lagoon and around 
Ishigaki Island, the total number of Acanthasters decreased from that of the previous year.  

[High Latitude Coral Community Area] 
� The average coral cover recorded within the High Latitude Coral Community Areas was 

30% and it was the same as the coral cover recorded in FY 2011. 

� The average of coral cover decreased approximately 10 at Iki Island and Kagoshima 
Southern Coast. The causes of the degradation was typhoon damages at the Iki Island and 
combinations of typhoon, Acanthasters and accumulation of volcanic ash originating from 
Sakura-jima at the Kagoshima Southern Coast. 

� Coral mortalities recorded at Kushimoto were results of freezing by low water temperature 
in winter and turbid water runoffs caused by heavy rains.  

� The number of Acanthasters showed degradation at Shikoku Southwest Coast and 
Amakusa. 

� Mass mortality of Acropora was observed at Shikoku Southwest Coast and coral disease 
was expected as a possible cause of the coral death.  
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