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Summary 

 
1. In Forest survey, tree census (species and girth of trunk at breast height), litter and 
seed trap survey (amount of litterfall), ground beetle census (species and abundance), and 
bird census (species and abundance in the breeding and wintering season) were conducted 
at core sites. Tree and bird censuses were conducted at sub-core sites, and bird census was 
conducted at satellite sites. In Grassland survey, bird census was conducted at satellite 
sites. 
 
2. Carbon stock and carbon sequestrating function of the forest at core and sub-core sites 
tended to increase in 2008, although those decreased at some sites in 2007. Regarding 
forest dynamics, both rates of recruitment and death rates showed no consistent 
tendencies among sites. 
 
3. In the litter and seed trap survey at core and sub-core sites, leaf litterfall accounted for 
50-90% of total amount of litterfall. Because the number of typhoons hitting Japan 
decreased in 2008 compared with 2007, amount of branch litter decreased compared to the 
previous year at many sites. Approximately 570 thousands seeds and fruits were collected 
by the traps in 2008. Within these seeds, sound seeds of 136 species were recorded. 
 
4. In the ground beetle census at core and sub-core sites, 5750 beetles were captured. 
Carabidae, Staphylinidae, Geotrupidae, Silphidae accounted for ca. 59%, 15%, 14%, and 
6% of total individuals, respectively. Brachinidae markedly decreased from 71 individuals 
in 2007 to 5 individuals in 2008. 
 
5. In the bird census at core and sub-core sites, 53 and 44 species in the breeding and 
wintering seasons, respectively, were recorded. The 4 and 5 species listed in the Red Data 
Book were found in the breeding and wintering seasons, respectively. Some characteristic 
species including Emberiza variabilis, an indicator species for beech forests and Garrulax 
cineraceus, an introduced species, were found. 
 
6. In the bird census at satellite sites, Cettia diphone, Hypsipetes amaurotis, Parus major, 
Streptopelia orientalis and Corvus macrorhynchos in the breeding season and 
Dendrocopos kizuki, Parus major, Hypsipetes amaurotis, Corvus macrorhynchos and 
Aegithalos caudatus in the wintering season were frequently recorded. 
 



4 
 

7. A review committee for core and sub-core sites, a review committee for satellite sites, 
and the second working groups for data analysis were held, and progress of the surveys, 
evaluation of the results, analyses and summary of the first-term surveys, problems in the 
surveys, rules for data use and other topics were discussed. 
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