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Summary

The Ministry of the Environment has been monitoring the landings and nestings of sea turtle species
to assess the condition of beach ecosystems and develop appropriate conservation policies.
Information on sea turtle landings and nestings was collected from 32 local investigators through
interviews and questionnaires. As a result, 1,136 landings and 709 nestings of loggerhead turtles were
confirmed in 2025. Compared to the previous year, the number of nests decreased by 5%. The survey
sites were then divided into five regions, and the number of nests was compared with that of the
previous year. Nest counts increased in Ise-wan to Kii-hanto and Shikoku but decreased in other areas.
220 landings and 168 nestings of green turtles were confirmed in 2025. The number of nests was
similar to that of the previous year. 11 landings and six nestings of hawksbill turtles were confirmed.
Sand temperatures were recorded at five sites: Ichinomiya, the Izu Islands, Tahara, the
Miyazaki/Takanabe/Sintomi area on the mainland, and Taketomi in the Nansei Islands. Average sand
temperatures of Ichinomiya, Tahara and the Miyazaki/Takanabe/Shintomi area were the highest since
2020. The Izu Islands was also second highest. The frequency of sand temperatures exceeding 33°C,
a level at which embryos face a high risk of death, was frequently observed in the Izu Islands and
Tahara. This survey suggests that embryo development in sea turtle eggs was severely hindered in

both sites.
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