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SUMMARY

[Coral Reef Area]
® (Coral bleaching due to high water temperatures in summer was observed in a large area of
the coral reef region, and the average coral cover decreased from last year at many sites.
® There were six sites where the average coral cover decreased. The average coral cover
increased from previous monitoring at only one site (site 25: around Tarama-jima island),
which is monitored once every five years due to its remote location.
®  (Corals that were bleaching but surviving during the monitoring may end up dying; therefore,

there is a possibility that coral cover will decrease further.

[High Latitude Coral Community Area]

Coral bleaching due to high water temperatures in summer was also observed in the high
latitude coral community area; however, the decrease in coral cover due to coral bleaching
was not significant in most sites. The average coral cover decreased from last year at only
one site (site 1: the Ohsumi islands)

There were no sites where the coral cover increased from last year.
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