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Summary

The Ministry of the Environment has been monitoring the landing and nesting of sea turtle species to
track the condition of beach ecosystem and construct suitable conservation policy. The information
regarding landing and nesting of sea turtles were collected from 33 local investigators by interview
and questionnaire survey. As a result, 1129 landing and 634 nesting of loggerhead turtle were
confirmed in 2023. Compared to the previous year, the number of nests decreased by 31%. The survey
sites were then divided into five regions and number of nests were compared to those of previous year.
The number decreased to all areas. 90 landing and 144 nesting of green turtle were confirmed in 2023.
The number of nests decreased by 26% compared to 2022. Four landing and three nesting of hawksbill
turtle were confirmed at Taketomi Kuroshima Site. Sand temperatures were recorded at five sites;
Ichinomiya, Izu Islands, Tahara and Miyazaki/Takanabe/Sintomi on main land, and Taketomi in
Nansei Islands. Average sand temperature at reference point were higher in order of Tahara, Taketomi,
Izu Islands, Miyazaki/Takanabe/Sintomi and Ichinomiya. The frequency of high sand temperature,
which embryos are at high risk of death (over 33 degrees C), observed at Izu Islands and Tahara in
2023. Average sand temperatures at Ichinomiya and Tahara in 2023 are highest since 2020.
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