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SUMMARY

[Coral Reef Area]

In the coral reef area, there was generally no significant disturbance, and the only change in
average coral cover observed since last year was at Site No. 12 (west coast of Ishigaki-jima
Island).

At the west coast of Ishigaki-jima Island (Site No. 12), there was a significant decrease in
average coral cover due to extensive bleaching last year. However, as there was no
significant disturbance this year, coral conditions have recovered and the average coral
covering increased by 10 percentage points to 20%.

[High Latitude Coral Community Area]

In the high latitude coral community area, there was generally no significant disturbance,
and changes in average coral cover since last year were observed only at two sites: Shikoku
Southern West Coast (Site No. 22) and Kagoshima Southern Coast (Site 23).

At the Kagoshima Southern Coast (Site No. 23), there was a decrease in average coral cover
due to bleaching last year. However, as there was no significant disturbance this year, coral
conditions have recovered, and the average coral cover has increased by 10 percentage
points to 20%.

At the Shikoku Southern West Coast (Site No. 22), the average coral cover decreased by 10
percentage points to 20%. While no significant disturbance was confirmed, the number of
points showing reduced cover exceeded the number showing increases.
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