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SUMMARY

[Coral Reef Area]

Mass coral bleaching caused by high water temperature during summer was recorded at
many site including five sites (Kerama islands, West Coast of Ishigaki-jima Island, Northern
and Central Sekisei Lagoon, and around Iriomote-jima Island) in coral reef area and average
coral cover was decreased from the previous year. At only two sites (Remote islands around
Okinawa-jima Island and Yabiji) average coral cover was increased.

Average coral cover at Kerama islands (Site No.7) was 30%, decrease by 10 percentage
points from the previous year due to bleaching and typhoon.

West Coast of Ishigaki Islands (Site No.12) experienced mass bleaching event since 2016,
and the average coral cover was 10%, resulting in a 30 percentage points decrease from the
previous year.

At Northern and Central Sekisei Lagoon, and Around Iriomote-jima Island (Site No.13, 15,
17), third worst mass coral bleaching occurred and average coral cover at these sites
decreased. Especially, coral cover decrease rate was high at rate of 20 percentage points
around Iriomote-jima Island.

[High Latitude Coral Community Area]

Bleaching event caused by high temperature in summer was also recorded in high latitude
coral community area, however, the impact was limited and reduced average coral cover
from the previous year at only one site (Kagoshima Southern Coast, Site No.23). One site
(Shikoku Southern West Coast, Site No.22) showed increase of average coral cover.
Kagoshima Southern Coast (Site No.23) coral communities were severely affected by
bleaching, with average coral cover was 10%, which is a 10 percentage points decrease from
the previous year.

In Shikoku Southern West Coast (Site No.22), average coral cover was 30%, which
increased by 10 percentage points from the previous year result of less impact of bleaching
and feeding damage by Acanthaster or Drupella.

Bleaching event was also observed at Kushimoto (Site No.21), Shikoku Southern West
Coast (Site No.22), and Amakusa (Site No.24), however, mortality was low and almost no
damage except Kagoshima Southern Coast (Site No.23).
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	＜白化＞
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