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Summary

The Ministry of the Environment has been monitoring the landing and nesting of sea turtle species
to track the condition of beach ecosystem and construct suitable conservation policy. The information
regarding landing and nesting of sea turtles were collected from 33 local investigators by interview
and questionnaire survey. As a result, 950 landing and 573 nesting of loggerhead turtle were confirmed
in 2021. Compared to the previous year, the number of nests decreased by 45%. The number of
loggerhead turtle nests in 2021 was lowest since start of this survey in 2017. The survey sites were
then divided into five regions and number of nests were compared to those of previous year. The
number decreased to half in four areas, except Shikoku. 102 landing and 72 nesting of green turtle
were confirmed in 2021. The number of nests decreased by 75% compared to 2020. This number of
green turtle nests in 2021 was lowest since the start of this survey in 2017. Three landing and one
nesting of hawksbill turtle were confirmed at Taketomi Kuroshima Site. Sand temperatures were
recorded at five sites; Ichinomiya, Izu Islands, Tahara and Miyazaki/Takanabe/Sintomi on main land,
and Taketomi in Nansei Islands. Compared to the previous summer, stationary front recorded low sand
temperature of the study sites on the main land. The frequency of high sand temperature which could
prevent embryo development, over 33 degrees C, decreased in 2020. The effect of typhoon and heavy

rain were observed at all sites.
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