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SUMMARY

[Coral Reef Area]
® All five Coral Reef Area sites (East Coast of Okinawa Island, Kerama Islands, West Coast of Ishigaki
Island, Central Sekisei Lagoon, and Iriomote Island) showed coral cover increase because of new
recruitment and growth of existing coral communities. No site showed decrease of coral cover.

® Average coral cover of East Coast of Okinawa Island was 40% in FY 2021, an increase of 10% from the
previous year because of the growth of individual colonies and new recruitment of juveniles.

® Average coral cover of Kerama Islands was 40% in FY 2021, showing an increase of 10% from the
previous year. No significant disturbances prevented this recovery.

®  Average coral cover of West Coast of Ishigaki Island was 40%, an increase of 10% from the previous year.
It indicated coral recovery from the bleaching damage in 2016.

® Average coral cover at Central Sekisei Lagoon and Iriomote Islands were 30% and 50% respectively, an
increase of 10% from the previous year. This may indicate recovery from bleaching damage in 2016.

[High Latitude Coral Community Area]
® Two sites (Kagoshima Southern Coast and Amakusa) showed increase, 1 site (Shikoku Southern West
Coast) showed decrease and 3 sites (Tateyama, Kushimoto, Yaku and Tanegashima lIslands) showed
similar coral cover to the previous year in the High Latitude Coral Community Area.

®  Average coral cover of Shikoku Southern West Coast was 20%, a decrease of 10% from the previous year

because of predation by Acanthaster planci.

® Average coral cover at Kagoshima Southern Coast was 20%, an increase of 10% from the previous year
because of recovery from typhoon damage and no further major disturbances from typhoon and

Acanthaster.

® No Acanthaster and Drupella outbreaks were recorded at Tateyama, which is generally characterized by a

healthy coral community with low coral cover, similar to the previous year.

® Average coral cover of Tateyama, Kushimoto, Yaku and Tanegashima Islands were like the previous year



without any major disturbances, and may indicate the healthy condition of the coral communities.

® Average coral cover of Amakusa showed an increase of 10% from the previous year. However, this may

be attributed to biased sampling by new observers. Coral cover could be similar to the previous year.
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	・ 西表島と周辺離島：10地点（地点120、121、124、126’、133、134、135、136、138、141）
	・ 石西礁湖全体のサンゴ被度の回復傾向に貢献した。
	10ポイント以上30ポイント未満「減少」した地点
	全調査地点：12地点（昨年度は10地点）
	・ 石西礁湖・北部：4地点（地点31、50、68、75）
	・ 石西礁湖・東部：0地点
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	アザミサンゴが顕著
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	被度20％の多種混成型群集。　　　　　 　　　イシ優占型。今年度は白化は少なかった。
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	＜白化＞
	・ 白化が確認されたのは、全32地点中6地点（昨年度19地点）であった。
	・ 白化率は全ての地点で5%未満であった
	＜オニヒトデ＞
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