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Abstract

As part of the Monitoring -Sites 1000 Project, eight seabird monitoring sites were
surveyed in the fiscal year 20 20 to monitor population dynamics and breeding status of
seabirds and to record the factors affecting their habitats, such as presence of predators,
human disturbance, and natural disast er. Results obtained were compared to the previous
data where available. Brief summaries of each site are as below.
Shiretoko Peninsula: A total of 395 nests of Japanese Cormorant ( Phalacrocorax
capillatus ), 454 nests of Slaty -backed Gulls ( Larus schistisa gus), no nests of Black -tailed
Gulls (L. crassirostris ), and 28 nests of Spectacled Guillemot ( Cepphus carbo) were
recorded. The breeding population of Gull species has been declining. While the Spectacled
Guillemot population has been relatively stable since 2011, the number has declined in
2020 survey, so attenti ve monitoring of its future trends is needed.
Oshima-ohshima: The number of nest burrows of Streaked Shearwater ( Calonectris
leucomelas) has been continu ing to decrease since 2006; 61 in 2006, 10 in 2011 and 0 in
2016, and 6 in 2020. The two major causes for the decrease are predation by Brown Rat
(Rattus norvegicus) and nest-site competition with European Rabbit ( Oryctolagus
cuniculus), and the breeding density remain s at a critically low level . Matsumae -kojima:
The number of nest burrows of Rhinoceros Auklet ( Cerorhinca monocerata ) was estimated
as 48,060. Eighteen adult Spectacled Guillemot s and 1,977 adult Black -tailed Gull s were
recorded.
Benten-jima: A maximum of 99 Spectacled Guillemot s and 18 active nests were
recorded. The population has been stable since 2004. Though the risk of rat predation
exists because of the bridge connecting the island and the mainland, a on site survey was
not allowed.
Onbase-jima and Tadanae -jima: Estimated number of nest burrow s ranged from
11,960 to 70,200 (average: 41,080. 49,660 in 2017) for Tr i str amds Storm I
(Oceanodroma tristrami ) and from 19,760 to 29, 640 (average: 24,700. 21,840 in 2017) for
Streaked Shearwater on Tadanae -jima. The nest burrow number o f Swinhoeds Sto
Petrel ( O. monorhis) was estimated as 1,661 (1,620 in 2017) on Onbase-jima.
Hachijo -kojima: The breeding of Black -tailed Gull (over 50 fledglings) was confirmed,
and 248 estimated number of nest bur r ows of Swi nhoedsfousdtimr m Pet
October in Kojine Island . No immediate threats to the populations were observed.
Torishima: 1,722 Short-tailed Albatross adults ( Phoebastria albatrus ) and 784 chicks
(1,339 and 711 in 2017), and 2,813 (2,128 in 2017) Black-footed Albatross ( 2 nigripe s)
chicks were observed. 68 (40in2017)nestbur r ows of Tri str amb3q126t or m F
in 2017) nest burrows of Wedge -tailed Shearwater ( Puffinus pacificus) were recorded.
Okinoshima and Koyashima Islands: A total of 13 nests (11 in 2016) of Japane se



Murrelet (Synthliboramphus wumizusume ) were recorded in Koyashima Island. Since the
invasion of Brown Rats in 2009, no breeding had been confirmed despite the extermination

of rats in 2011, but two chicks were confirmed in this survey for the first time in 11 years.
Mean nest burrow density was 0.5 burrows/ m2 for Streaked Shearwater at Okinoshima
Island, whichis 14.0% increase from 2013.

Danjo Islands: Though nest burrows of Streaked Shearwater were observed at Oshima
Island, the density was very low (a verage burrow density: 0.06 burrow/ m?2) as compared to
other breeding sites. The feather s of Streaked Shearwater were found from the feces of
feral cat.
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