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Summary

The Ministry of the Environment have been monitoring the landing and nesting of sea turtle species
to track the condition of beach ecology and construct suitable conservation policy. The information
regarding landing and nesting of loggerhead turtle were collected from 38 local investigators by
interview and questionnaire survey. As a result, 1,023 landing and 651 nests were confirmed in 2019.
This number was 30% lower compared to the numbers accumulated in the previous year. The
decreasing trend has been observed since the year 2017. Compared to the other regions of Japan, the
number of nests at Kyusyu region decreased the most. The number of green turtle landing and nesting
were 436 and 261, respectively. One hawksbill turtle nest was confirmed at Nishino-hama. The sand
temperatures of Akabane, Oida and Nishino-hama were recorded. Daily sand temperature of Akabene
and Oida had broader fluctuation range compared to the temperature at Nishino-hama. The effect of
typhoon was observed at all sites. Wild boars, one of the alien species in the Kerama Islands, prey on

sea turtle eggs. The number of predations increased at Nita-hama of Zamami Island.
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