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Abstract

As part of the Monitoring -Sites 1000 Project, 8 seabird monitoring sites were observed
for the fiscal year 20 19. The main focus was to monitor population dynamics and breeding
status of seabirds and to record the factors affecting their habitat s, such as presence of
predators, human disturbance, and natural disaster. Results are compared to the previous
data where available.

Yururi and Moyururi Islands  : On Yururi Island, Estimated burrow number of
Rhinoceros Auklet ( Cerorhinca monocer ata) were 7,387 (9,444 in 201 7). Tufted Puffin
(Fratercula cirrhata ) and Spectacled Guillemot ( Capphus carbo) were observed 4 (7) and
134 (116) individuals. Slaty -backed gull ( Larus schistisagus ) and Japanese cormorant
(Phalacrocorax carbo) were counted 18 (15 including unoccupied nests ) and 103 (135) nests.
On Moyururi Island, Estimated burrow number of Rhinoceros Auklet were 8,672 (7,859 in
2017). Tufted Puffin and Spectacled Guillemot were observed 3 and 74 (84) individuals.
Slaty -backed gull and Japanes e cormorant were counted 10 (5) and 164 (107) nests. No
nests of Red-faced cormorant (Phalacrocorax urile) have been observed since 2017.

Kabushima: Estimated nest number of Black -tailed Gull (L. crassirostris ) was 13,525,
a 13.0% decrease compared to 2016 (15,550 nests). Mortality of the gulls by cats (  Felis
catus) or foxes (Wipes vulpes) has been observed since 2009.

Hidejima : Total burrows were estimated 19,422 burrows of Streaked shearwater
(Calonectris leucomelas , 18,862 in 2016). No burrows of two petrel species (Band -rumped
storm petrel , Oceanodroma castro and Leach& storm petrel , O. leucorhoa) were observed
on all quadrats . It has been conduted construction to prevent soil runoff and used
artificial breeding chambers for conservation of the petrels since 2016.

Ashijima: Estimated burrow number of Rhinoceros Auklet and Streaked Shearwater
was 18,919 (18,172 in 2016) and 15,252 (10,790 in 2016) . The population density of
invasive Norway Rats (Rattus norvegicus) decreased by rat poison in 20 16.

Tobishi ma and Oshakujima: On Tobishima, Estimated nest number of Black -tailed

Gullwas 2,194 (2,134 in 2014). There are f eral cat s as a predator of the gulls .

Kanmurijima and Kutsujima Islands  : 13 nests (20 in 201 6) of Japanese murrelet
(Synthliboramphus wumizusu  me) were observed and 2,376 burrows ( 3,679 in 201 6) of
Swinhoe & storm petrel ( O. monorhis) were estimated at Kutsujima Island . Total burrows
were estimated 145,686 burrows of Streaked shearwater (137,440 in 2016) at
Kanmurijima Island and there are Norway rats as a predator of the shearwaters

Oki Islands : 7 nests (6 in 201 6) of Japanese murrelet were observed at
Hoshinokamijima Island . Breeding nests of Swinhoe & storm petrel were observed there
and burrow density ranged from 0.00 to 0.25 burrows/m 2. Breeding nests of Streaked
Shearwater were observed at Okinoshima, Matsushima, Oomori, Hoshinokamijima , and



Oohaka Islands.

Fumishima: 2,112 adults and 861 chicks of Black-tailed Gulls were observed (2,740
adults and 822 chicks in 2014) . Izumo City monitors th e breeding status of Black -tailed
Gulls every year.
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