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Preface

In Japan high economic growth during the 1960s led to massive changes in town and
countryside.

Since prior laws to protect the natural environment were insufficient to the task, in
1972 Japan instituted the Natural Environment Protection Law to reaffirm the basic
notion of protecting the natural environment and to strengthen measures for doing
so.

In accord with this law, Japan set about to regularly survey the conditions of and
changes in the natural environment (including plants, animals, and topography), and in
1973 the Environment Agency began conducting the National Survey on the Natural
Environment.

The National Survey on the Natural Environment has roughly been conducted every
five years since 1973. In the vegetation survey, vegetation maps were created for the
entire country during the second and third surveys (1978-1987), and these were up-
dated from the sixth survey (from 1999 on).

Data on the distribution of animals have been collected from the second survey. In
the second survey, distributional maps were drawn for a limited number of species.
From the third to fifth survey (1983-1998), the aim of the survey changed to drawing
distributional maps for all species found in Japan. In the sixth survey (1999-2004),
data were collected to grasp distributional changes that occurred since the second sur-
vey.

For the distributional maps of every survey, we have only limited data for some spe-
cies and regions. Nonetheless, to achieve some finality for the three decades of conduct-
ing animal-distribution surveys, we have gone ahead and created a distributional atlas
from the data thus far gathered.

In making the distributional atlas, we got advice from an Advisory Board composed
of specialists on each taxonomical group.

Data on the distribution of species is basic to grasping biodiversity. We hope that
government administrators, researchers, and those working for NGOs (nongovernmen-
tal organizations) will use the distribution data collected here as basic information for
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

The data of the animal-distribution surveys has been gathered with help from re-
searchers in many fields, prefectural governments, citizens’ organizations, and volun-
teers.

We greatly appreciate the help we have received in conducting the distributional sur-
veys, and we hope for continued support in making the data more complete in the fu-

ture.

March 2010
Ministry of the Environment, Nature Conservation Bureau
Biodiversity Center of Japan
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Purpose and Organization of the Distribution Atlas

1. Purpose of the Atlas

Japan began carrying out the National Survey on the Natural Environment in fiscal
1973. Since fiscal 1978, for over thirty years, the survey has sought to grasp the distri-
bution of mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, freshwater fishes, insects, and land
and freshwater shellfishes. This book collects distribution information garnered from

past surveys and was compiled to serve as a basic resource on wild animals in Japan.

2. Organization of the Atlas
This atlas consists of the following three parts.

Part 1: Outline of the National Survey on the Natural Environmen, Distributional sur-
vey of Japanese Animals.

This part presents the purpose, background information, categories of animals sur-
veyed, and methodology of the National Survey on the Natural Environment and the

Distributional Survey of Japanese Animals.

Part 2: Distribution Maps Showing Distinct Characteristics

This part presents 35 distribution maps manifesting distinct characteristics accord-
ing to the following criteria:
1. Maps showing recent expansion or contraction of distribution
2. Maps showing traits peculiar to Japan
3. Maps for which there is substantial data gathered in the distributional survey and
that show a clear distribution pattern

To compile these maps, we pulled together data from the distributional survey and

added data from other sources and from site surveys as needed.

Part 3: Distribution Maps of Different Categories of Animals

This part draws on past survey data to present the 3,304 distribution maps arranged
according to category. There are 966 vertebrates (or 116 mammals, 364 birds, 96 rep-
tiles, 64 amphibians, and 326 freshwater fishes) and 2,338 invertebrates (or 1,184 in-
sects and 1,154 land and freshwater shellfishes).
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