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Ⅰ. Overview of the Conference 
 

1. Objectives 

  - To improve understanding of conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity 

  - To cultivate human resources through providing youths the opportunity of participating in international discussion and  

   activity 

  - To improve constructing international network of youths and increasing the mutual understanding 

 

2. Activities 

  Presentation, discussion, workshop and excursion 

 

3. Outline 

(1) Date: 2nd to 6th August 2009 

(2) Venue: Nagoya, Japan 

(3) Organizer: Ministry of the Environment, Japan 

(4) Co-organizer: Aichi Prefectural Government 

(5) Special Sponsor: AEON Environmental Foundation 

(6) Sponsor: Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Company, Limited. 

(7) Supporter: Nagoya Municipal Government 

(8) Cooperation: Town of Komono and Japan Youth Ecology League 

(9) Participants: 90 participants including staff 

- 50 Japanese youth members (including 20 local participants) 

- 9 participants from North East Asia (including China, Mongolia and Republic of Korea) 

- 6 participants from South Asia (including Bangladesh, India and Nepal) 

- 14 participants from South East Asia (including Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 

Thailand, and Vietnam)  

- 2 advisers from Japan 

Prof. Hye-Sook Park, Presidential aide of Mie University 

Mr. Teppei Dohke, Conservation research division, Nature Conservation Society of Japan

- Staff from the Ministry of the Environment, Japan and the Japan Youth Ecology League 

(10) Program: 2nd August (Day 1)  

 Arrival and welcoming meeting 

3rd August (Day 2)  

 Opening session(including Key Note Speech) 

 National presentations on youth activities 

 Excursion 
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4th August (Day 3)  

 Workshop and discussion 

  - Asian biodiversity map 

  - Action plan 

  - Asian youth statement on biodiversity 

5th August (Day 4)  

 Wrap-up of the conference 

 Asian Youth Biodiversity Forum 

6th August 

 Departure 
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Ⅱ. Reports & Outcomes 
There were 3 workshops: Asian biodiversity map, action plan, and statement and 2 activities: excursion and Asian Youth 

Biodiversity Forum.  

 

1. Asian biodiversity map 

(1) Aims 

- To input more knowledge of Asian biodiversity  

- To visualize situation and problems of biodiversity in Asia  

- To organize the issues as the introduction for the action plan and the statement   Mapping
- Inputting
- Visualizing
- Organizing

Statement Action plan

National 
presentation

 workshops.  

Fig.1 is the sketch of the relation between the mapping and other sessions. 

 

(2) Outline & Contents 

Participants used a blank map of Asia to write down information.  

They filled in the map based on four themes.           Fig.1 Sketch of the relation between 

-Rich nature, rich biodiversity         mapping and other sessions 

-Tradition and culture that protect nature or have concepts related to living with nature  

-Biodiversity being destroyed and environmental problems 

 -Good practices to stop destruction of biodiversity and to conserve biodiversity such as good policy or good youth activity  

 

First, the participants worked in groups. All participants were divided into 10 groups. Each group created one map from a 

blank Asia map. Group members put stickers on the map and wrote information such as problems or efforts on the map. 

Some participants wrote information about their own countries or information that they learned during "National 

Presentation" session on Day 1. When filling the information, participants explained the backgrounds and causes of them. 

They used four different colored stickers and used one color for each theme. (Fig.2 & Fig.3) 

                 

   Fig.2 Making map in first group work                 Fig.3 Map about rich nature, rich biodiversity 
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Then, participants summarized the maps from each groups and prepared for the presentation in the Asian Youth Biodiversity 

Forum. Fig.4, 5, 6, 7 show four maps. 

 

 
   Fig.4 Map about rich nature, rich biodiversity     Fig.5 Map about tradition and culture related to biodiversity 

 

 
Fig.6 Map about problems    Fig.7 Map about good practice 

 

(3) Achievements 

Through this session, participants were able to share their knowledge one another. There were some discoveries such as 

common problems or culture among several countries and some common problems across the region. For example, there 

was the same lore that they could know it would rain when swallows flew near the ground, or forest trees were cut down in 

some countries to export woods to developed countries. Such a way of organizing issues helped participants having 

overview of Asian biodiversity situation. In addition, participants found that there were so many interesting good practices 

and activities carried out by the youth. 
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2. Action plan 

(1) Aims 

-To make action plans to solve biodiversity issues by the participants 

-To take initiative to implement their action plans toward COP10 

 

(2) Outline & Contents 

The participants brought ideas for solving biodiversity issues before the conference. Through the conference, each 

participant developed their ideas and filled the action plan worksheet. On Day 3, participants made 4 categories based on 

their ideas. Categories were education, public awareness, networking, and specific campaign. In these categorized groups, 

participants shared their detailed ideas and ended up making 9 action plan groups accordance with their interest: Education- 

"Growing Together Program", "Eco-tourism", public awareness- "Campaign on International day for Biological Diversity in 

Nagoya", "Rising Awareness through Media", and "Starting Blog", networking- "Asian Youth Network on Biodiversity", 

specific campaign- "Making a Song", "Making a Website", and "Standard Operational Procedure of Public Awareness 

Program". Each group had 5 -10 people. In the workshop after that, the 

participants discussed their plan in groups and shared the plan among group 

members for making their plan more effective. In the morning of Day 4, they 

prepared for the presentation at the Asian Youth Biodiversity Forum in the 

afternoon. In the forum, they showed their plans to the audience. And in the 

finale of the forum, all participants sang the song rewritten by one of the action 

plan groups. 

 

(3) Achievements 

Education- Growing Together Program 

This group planned an environmental education program for an elementary 

school and a local stakeholder. “Growing together” means all stakeholders in 

local area enhance their awareness on biodiversity through this program. They 

paid attention to the view of "local." So, they emphasized the relationship 

among local groups such as NGOs, university/high school students, 

companies and so on. They also came up with ideas to make a database of 

local groups, opportunities for joining volunteer and local environmental 

activity programs that are needed.  
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Education- Eco-tourism 

The other team on education focused on eco-tourism. They 

defined "eco-tourism" as opportunities to get to know basic 

information about biodiversity through traveling and 

experiencing a sustainable lifestyle. 

 

 

 

 

Public awareness- Campaign on International Day for Biological Diversity in Nagoya 

Campaign group planned a campaign on the next International 

Day for Biological Diversity (May 22, 2010). Group members 

made 7 plans: reducing waste plastic bags and foods in shopping, 

charity in school, collecting plastic bottle tops, familiarizing 

reusable dishes, offsetting CO2 emission, stopping illegal hunting, 

and improving plantation. They were separated into 7 teams and 

discussed on each campaign. They planned to carry out some 

plans in Nagoya city in which this conference was held and a 

similar conference will be held in 2010.  

 

Public awareness- Rising Awareness through Media 

This group discussed on how to raise public awareness. They focused 

on mass media use as the key to encourage people to have 

environmentally-friendly mind and take actions. 

 

 

 

 

Public awareness- Starting Blog 

This group decided to start a blog about biodiversity, the 

environment surrounding group members, and other 

similar issues. The blog was in Japanese because they 

wanted to make blog for Japanese high school students. 

They began to post articles from September 2009 on the 

website. 

The URL of the blog is shown below. 

http://ecofriends.en-grey.com/ 
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Specific campaign- Making a Song 

The slogan of this group was calling for the biodiversity conservation through music, which was the common language in 

the world. They translated the song of "まあるいいのち" (Ma-a-rui-inochi) by Iruka, Japanese singer-songwriter and a 

goodwill ambassador for IUCN, into 5 languages. Title of the song literarily means life is round, however, it means all lives 

on the earth are connected. All participants sang this song in the finale of the forum. 

 

Japanese 

みんなおなじ  

いきているから 

ひとりにひとつずつ 

たいせつないのち 

“We are one” 

All of us live on Earth  

No one lives alone 

We hope to have a happy life  

in a peaceful world

Thai 

Lork ja suay puak rao tong chuay gan 

Rub roo duay gan  

puer tam hai lork  

nee sod sai 

Chinese 

Dajia dou tongyang de  

shenghuo zai diqiu  

Tianshang gei mei yi ge ren  

baogui de shengming 

Korean 

우리는 모두다 

지구에 살지요 

우리 모두 하나 하나 

소중한 생명 

Indonesian 

Ingat Lingkungan KITA, 

Mari kita jaga bersama 

Ayo bangkit hey kawan !!  

ulurkan tanganmu 

Because languages of some participants were 

not included in the lyrics, those participants 

presented key words in their languages during 

the song as listed right. They were planning to 

use this song to encourage people toward the 

10th Conference of the Parties to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity. 

Nepalese: Hami sabai ek hau! (We are together.) 

Cambodian: ChiVak Chom Ros (Biodiversity) 

Philippines: Ating alagaan ang kalikasam (Save our environment) 

Korean: Son eh Son japgo Ham Kke Hae Yo (Hand in hand together) 

Mongolian: Tsenher delhiigee Hamtdaa hairlaya (Let's love our green planet.) 

Indian: Hum ek hai (We are one) 

Bangladesh: Eksate (Together) 

Malaysian: Mari saying bumi kita (Let's love the earth.) 

Vietnamese: Trou dat nay la cua chung minh Qua bong xanh bay quia troi xanh. 

(The Earth is ours; a green balloon flying in the middle of the green universe.) 

 

 

 

 

Networking- Asian Youth Network on Biodiversity 

 

This group made the plan for connecting the 

participants of the conference. Now, participants 

have "Facebook" group to keep in touch with 

each other. Group members also planned to 

launch a website, to hold annual meetings, and to 

do joint activity programs. Their aim is to 

involve Asian youth to activities to conserve 
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biodiversity. They made organization chart of their 

network between young people’s groups working 

on biodiversity in each country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific campaign- Making a Website for Eco-friendly Campus 

 

This group tried to make a plan for encouraging eco-friendly campus. They 

wanted to include not only campus itself but also the surroundings of the 

campus. They also planned research projects. But they did not have enough 

time to complete during the workshop. As their first step, they decided to make 

a website to share information one another. 

 

 

 

Specific campaign- Standard Operational Procedure of Public Awareness Program 

This group also discussed how to raise public awareness. The 

unique point of this workshop was to focus on the young people. 

Group members wanted to help young people who want to carry 

on their plan. To achieve that goal, they made progress chart to 

plan the new program. 
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3. Statement 

 

(1) Aims 

One of the significant outcomes of this conference was the Asian Youth Statement on Biodiversity. Ideas and opinions by 

the participants from around Asia were integrated in the Statement. The Statement would also be a helpful material in 

showing a way to solve problems on biodiversity. 

 

(2) Outline 

The Asian Youth Statement on Biodiversity was developed through following processes. 

Before the conference, the staff members gathered the ideas and opinions from the participants concerning the contents of 

the statement via e-mail. The staff members made a draft by arranging and categorizing the collected proposals.  

During the conference, participants had 3 sessions to discuss the draft statement. First all the participants were divided into 

small groups and discussed its contents and phrasing. Then the participants chose a topic of their interest and discussed in 

depth. After the group discussions, a plenary session was held, and the participants reached a consensus of the statement.  

The major points of the Statement are listed below: 

• Goals for the global society in solving biodiversity problems 

• Comments on the themes from the Convention on Biological Diversity 

• Actions that each stakeholder of the society should take to solve the biodiversity problems 

 

(3) Utilizing the statement 

The statement was distributed to all participants via e-mail. Each participant will have a chance to use the statement in 

promoting the importance of and the point of view on biodiversity expressed by the youth participated in the conference. 

Participants expressed their hope that the statement will contribute to the development of message from youth to COP10. 
 

. 
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- - - - 

Asian Youth Statement on Biodiversity 
Conference of Asia Youth on Biodiversity in Aichi 2009 

 

Nagoya, Japan 

2nd – 6th August 2009 

 

Preamble: 

 Biodiversity is essential to our lives. However, our co-existence with the environment is threatened because of unsustainable 

development. We, the Asian youth, which is comprise of more than half of the youth population, recognize the need to learn about 

biodiversity, conserve biodiversity, and sustainably use biodiversity. We commit ourselves and call on everyone to take action. 

１． Our Present and Future 

We, the Asian youth, wish to be able to lead a good and sustainable life on Earth. For our survival, we have to sustain proper 

function of the ecosystem, make good use of valuable plant and animal species, and maintain natural habitats for threatened or endangered 

species. 

２． Education and Campaign 

We recognize the need to educate everyone on biodiversity in order to conserve it and use it in a sustainable and equitable way. 

We call on all the sectors of society, the civil society, to support all of the campaign to raise awareness on biodiversity. 

３． Global Perspective and Partnership 

We should not forget that biodiversity enable economic development. As our economy becomes more interdependent, we need 

to adopt global perspective and build partnership for conservation and proper utilization of biodiversity. 

 

１．Thematic Programs of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

  1.A  Agricultural Biodiversity 

 Concerned that indigenous agricultural biodiversity is threatened by unsustainable globalization, monoculture policy, 

improper farming practice and abandonment of indigenous farming; 

 Warning that safety of Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) are not guaranteed, and manipulating genes is 

equivalent to manipulating biodiversity which may bring negative impacts to the future generation. 

We, the participants of the Conference,  

 Hope that there would be support and cooperation from governments and other public and private sectors toward a 

stronger emphasis on polyculture; 

 Expect the Parties to develop an appropriate and efficient framework to promote agriculture that contributes to the 

conservation of biodiversity; and 

 Expect that the same should be proven to be safe before exporting GMOs. 

1.B  Forest Biodiversity 

 Recognizing that forests’ economic and environmental assets can be utilized in a sustainable manner by categorizing and 

managing forests in accordance with conservational purposes, such as “forests to acquire lumber“ and “forests to protect 

biodiversity; “ 
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 Reaffirming that forests are disappearing and being degraded through deforestation, excessive cultivation, unsustainable 

slash-and-burn farming, overgrazing, illegal logging, and increase of human exploitation of forests; and 

 Emphasizing that forests such as Mangrove Forest and Rainforests should be protected by priority because they are 

especially rich in biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

We, the participants of the Conference,  

 Call on national and local governments to categorize forests, such as “forests to acquire lumber” and “forests to protect 

biodiversity,” and involve citizens to manage forests in a sustainable way; 

 Urge the expert in national and local governments to prohibit people, corporations or companies, and community from 

immoderate mining, quarrying, and constructing dams/ships in fragile ecosystem; 

 Encourage national and local governments to use native species for reforestation; and 

 Call on the business sector to promote methods with other scientists in NGOs for sustainable forestry management such 

as Forestry Stewardship Council (FSC) through methods like agro-forestry. 

  1.C  Marine and Coastal Biodiversity 

 Recognizing that the main drivers of Marine and Coastal biodiversity loss are pollution, unsustainable exploitation of 

marine resources, and climate change: acidification of oceans. 

We, the participants of the Conference,  

 Call on the national and local governments to enforce the integrated coastal and marine management; 

 Call on the Parties to organize the network of the Marine Protected Areas by 2012; and 

 Encourage the business sector to promote and/or provide the consumers the products certified by Marine Stewardship 

Council (MSC). 

 

２．Cross-Cutting Issues of the CBD 

  2.A  2010 Biodiversity Target and Post 2010 Target 

 Being aware of the importance in setting the common target in the world while recognizing the obscurity of the goal of 

the 2010 Biodiversity Target. 

We, the participants of the Conference,  

 Call on the Parties to set the concrete post-2010 target, so called “Aichi-Nagoya Target,” in order to guarantee the lives 

of the future generation with a mid-term strategy (toward 2020) and a long-term vision(toward 2050). 

  2.B  Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing (ABS) 

 Recognizing that the third objectives of CBD, which is “fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the 

utilization of genetic resources, ” has not been achieved; and 

 Knowing that there is strong voice of criticism for the unfair use of genetic resources so called “bio-piracy.” 

We, the participants of the Conference,  

 Call on the Parties to complete the discussion on the international regime of ABS in order to realize “fair and equitable 

sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources” by COP10; 

 Expect the Parties to set up the committees to monitor and resolve controversies on such issues; 

 Call on business sector and researchers to disclose the information of the use of genetic resources; and 

 Expect governments to take legislative measures and apply them strictly to companies, supporting them to follow the 

rule after completion of the international regime of ABS. 
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  2.C  Climate Change and Biodiversity 

 Recognizing that climate change and loss of biodiversity are mutually contributing to the escalation of each 

phenomenon. 

We, the participants of the Conference,  

 Encourage all sectors to address the issues of climate change and biodiversity loss collectively; and 

 Consider the ecological implications of climate change mitigation measures. 

 2.D  Communication, Education and Public Awareness (CEPA) 

 Stressing the importance to propagate the fact that biodiversity is essential for the survival of humankind through 

education and promotion campaign; and 

 Recognizing that more active and participatory approaches are essential for conservation of biodiversity. 

We, the participants of the Conference,  

 Expect civil society, especially researchers, to visualize the potentials of biodiversity and its relations between our daily 

lives, and to think about what we can do. 

 2.E  Invasive Alien Species 

 Recognizing that invasive alien species destroy the indigenous ecosystem and degrade ecosystem service. 

We, the participants of the Conference,  

 Call for the Parties to formulate and implement laws to forbid the handling of invasive alien species, and to take action 

to prevent blending spread into the wild; and 

 Call on the civil society to pay extra attention when transporting species both at a regional or global scale, and realize 

that the act of doing so may lead to the loss of biodiversity. 

 2.F  Tourism and Biodiversity 

 Knowing that ecotourism provides an opportunity to realize how important ecosystem and biodiversity is to us. 

We, the participants of the Conference,  

 Hope that ecotourism be promoted and prevailed more as an enjoyable part of environmental education; 

 Expect that environmental education would truly contribute to conserving biodiversity and revitalizing local areas; and 

 Call on the people to ensure that ecotourism may never be the cause of environmental exploitation. 

 2.G  Indigenous and Local Communities, Traditional Knowledge 

 Recognizing that the role of the indigenous and local communities and the use of indigenous technology are important 

for conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

We, the participants of the Conference,  

 Stress the need to respect human rights of the indigenous and local communities. 

 

３．Youth Commitment and Youth Call to Stakeholders 

  3.A  Youth Commitment 

We, as representatives of young generation, declare to increase our commitment to: 

 Use various ways to deepen our understanding of biodiversity problems among the youth; 

 Connect with local community to organize eco field trips; 

 Familiarize ourselves with issues on CBD because the young generation is responsible for creating a better world; 

 Share information based on multidisciplinary research and keep ourselves updated with the latest reports by international 
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networking; 

 Urge our leaders to fully and strictly implement existing local, national and international laws that are made to conserve 

biodiversity; 

 Be the agents of change in the community by acting accordingly with regard to resolving the loss of biodiversity through 

a well-coordinated efforts with young people and other main stakeholders under the civil society; and 

 Work on local campaigns; start small, grow little by little. 

 

We, on behalf of the young generation, call on 

 3.B  National and Local Governments 

 To strengthen and implement the measures related to conserve biodiversity and sustainable development, for instance, 

creating green jobs, subsidizing business sector and individuals, who are supporting biodiversity conservation; 

 To impose strict regulations; and 

 To organize regular meetings among government bodies and experts and enterprises to address and tackle problems, 

related to biodiversity. 

 3.C  Business Sector 

 To use eco-friendly raw materials and furniture; 

 To increase investment, support and involvement for organizations that contribute to the conservation of biodiversity; 

and 

 To implement necessary action for conserving biodiversity at the grassroots level 

 3.D  Civil Society and Researchers  

 To strongly recommend governments and corporations to carefully choose products well in consideration of the 

environment; and 

 To promote sharing good practices of local activities at the community level, 

 3.E  Mass Media 

 To raise public awareness by delivering information on biodiversity to society through multiple channels in easily 

understandable manner. 

 3.F  Global Society (includes International Organizations) 

 To strengthen efforts to conserve biodiversity, considering the importance of biodiversity, through a well-enforced 

monitoring system; and 

 To strictly monitor, promote, and implement the different strategies and methods in conserving and preserving the 

world’s biodiversity across different sectors of the society. 

- - - - 
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4 Excursion 

 

(1). Learning about Japanese "Satoyama" Environment 

On 3rd August, participants of the conference went to Mie-kenmin-no mori (Mie Prefectural Forest Park) to learn about 

satoyama, a particular kind of Japanese forest that has rich biodiversity. Sadami Kiryu, the Vice President of the Yokkaichi 

Nature Conservation Committee, lectured the participants about biodiversity through observing the difference between 

properly managed woods and not managed woods. 

Kouzou Suzuki, the former professor of Mie University of Agriculture, and Kimiko Aoyama, member of the Yokkaichi 

Nature Conservation Committee guided the participants to the field after the lecture. 

They observed the difference between the woods that had been managed properly by people and the ones had not been 

managed. In both types of woods, they measured the height of trees in different layers— high tree layer (ko-boku), sub-tree 

layer (ako-boku), bush layer (tei-boku), and herbaceous layer (sou-hon)— to find out what kind of trees are in each layer. It 

was clear from the observation that the woods that had been conserved and properly managed had more variety of trees than 

the ones that had not. 

Outline of Mr. Kiryu's lecture: 

In the woods, there were a variety of trees such as high trees and low trees. Ten-meter high trees are classified as high tree 

layer, and Red oak and Japanese red pine fall into this category. The second highest trees, which are five-meter to 

eight-meter high, are classified as sub-tree layer. Two-meter to three-meter high trees are classified as bush layer. And 

finally trees of one-meter or lower are classified as herbaceous layer. Generally, woods consist of these four layers: high tree 

layer, sub-tree layer, bush layer, and herbaceous layer. 

Another way of classifying trees is by their types such as deciduous trees and evergreen trees. The deciduous trees sprout in 

spring, bear green leaves in summer, and shed their leaves in fall. And the surface of their leaves tends to be rough. On the 

other hand, the evergreen trees bear green leaves all the year round. Old leaves fall as new leaves emerge, and the surface of 

their leaves tends to be glossy and thick.  

Understanding and learning about satoyama is very important. To conserve biodiversity, people need to understand the 

benefit of biodiversity and learn more about the nature. 

 

(2). Visiting Paramita Museum  

The participants visited Paramita Museum located in Komono Town, Mie Prefecture. The main exhibition of the museum 

was Art of amitaayus. They looked around the museum with a guide for an hour and learned about the difference between 

the art created in the area and the one in their hometown. They also observed the courtyard, where local vegetation is 

exhibited. 
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5. Asian Youth Biodiversity Forum 
On the 5th August, the last day of the conference, participants presented their report to the audience. Approximately 700 

people including 12 reporters gathered at Will-Aich Hall to listen to the presentation. 
 

(1) Opening Speech 

  Masayoshi Yoshino, Vice Minister of the Environment. 

  Takashi Inagaki, vice-governor of Aichi Prefecture 

  Takuya Okada, Chairman of AEON Environmental Foundation 

  (2) Presentation from Aeon Cheers Club 

     Five members form Aeon Cheers Club presented their action on  

    environment conservation and coexistence with the nature by music and art. 

(3) Explanation on biodiversity and COP10 in Aichi-Nagoya 

Toshio Torii, Ministry of the Environment, explained about biodiversity and  

COP10 which will be held in Aichi-Nagoya in 2010.  

(4) Report on Conference 

On behalf of all participants of the conference, Mr. Yuta Hayashi reported 

their three-day activities and expressed his gratitude to people involved for 

their efforts and helps in holding the conference.  

(5) Asian biodiversity map 

   Group of participants reported their Asian biodiversity map, and presented the 

  problems that exist in the Asian countries concerning biodiversity. 

(6) Statement 

Group of participants reported their statement on biodiversity. 

(7) Acton Plan 

Group of participants reported their Action Plan, and presented variety of actions  

    they can take to conserve biodiversity.  

(8) Summary 

 Prof. Hye-Sook Park, adviser of the conference, concluded the conference 

by saying that taking action and sending message to each other is very important.   

(9) Finale 

   Eighty participants stood on the stage and sang translated version of "Maarui-Inochi"  

for the finale.  
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Annex 
1. Message from Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf 

Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, executive secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity sent a message to participants of the 

conference. 

- - - - 

 

  

MESSAGE 

 

FROM MR AHMED DJOGHLAF 

 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE  

CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

 
 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 

 
 

ASIAN YOUTH ON BIODIVERSITY CONFERENCE 

 

 
United Nations  
Environment Programme 

413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800 
Montreal, QC H2Y 1N9, Canada 

Tel : +1 514 288 2220 
Fax : +1 514 288 6588 

http://www.cbd.int 
secretariat@cbd.int 
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3-5 AUGUST 2009 
AICHI, JAPAN 

Dear Participants, 

Humans share planet Earth with millions of other species, and we depend on our fellow inhabitants for so many 

essential things, from food, medicine and lumber, to clean air and water. Many of these products and services rely on the 

Earth’s immense diversity of life and complex interactions between species. And yet the world’s biodiversity is rapidly 

being lost.  Every day a few more species go extinct because of human activities – because we are cutting down forests, 

overfishing, polluting lakes and rivers, and changing the climate through the carbon and other chemicals we are putting into 

the atmosphere.   

It is young people who will suffer the most from the disappearance of our fellow species.  If the loss of 

biodiversity is not stopped, the rich biological world that has sustained human beings for so many generations will not be 

the one that you will inherit.  You will be left an impoverished planet, where your health and wellbeing are deeply at risk.  

The engagement of youth in Asia, the world’s largest and most populous continent, is extremely important. Your 

participation in this Asian Youth Conference on Biodiversity is a testament to your dedication towards a more peaceful and 

sustainable future.  Now more than ever it is important for your voices to be heard. 

The United Nations has declared next year, 2010, to be the International Year of Biodiversity.  2010 is also 

significant because seven years ago the 192 member nations of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) – the 

international treaty devoted to preserving the world’s biodiversity – resolved to significantly slow biodiversity loss 

worldwide by 2010.  In October next year, representatives of these countries will come together at the tenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties to the CBD (COP10), here in Japan in the city of Nagoya, to assess how close we have come to 

achieving this target.  We will also be creating a forward-looking strategy for ultimately stopping biodiversity loss in the 

years to come. 

The messages that come out from your conference will help set the stage for the International Year and COP10.  

They will feed into the global youth conference that the Japanese Ministry of Environment is organizing in Nagoya just 

before COP10.  With one voice, young people everywhere need to stand up and be heard.  In early July, the 2nd 

International Youth Symposium for Biodiversity took place in Ottawa, Canada.  In late August, the TUNZA International 

Youth Conference on the Environment will take place in Daejeon, Korea.  I would like nothing more than to help those 

involved in this Asian Youth Conference reach out to the participants at these and other events, with the goal of presenting a 

coordinated youth vision at the global youth conference before COP10. 

For both young and old, the time for action is now.  The Japanese poet Ryunosuke Satoro said: “Individually we 

are one drop.  Together we are an ocean.”  Working together we can resolve the biodiversity crisis and ensure that the 

planet will be able to sustain human beings for generations to come. 

Thank you very much and good luck with the conference. 

- - - - 
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2. Timeline 

 

Time Contents
Afternoon Arrival and Registration

Session A: Welcoming meeting
   Announcement
   Ice breaking game

18:00 – 19:30 Dinner
19:30 – 21:00 Free Discussion

Day 1: 2 August (Sunday)

16:30 – 18:00

 
 

Time Contents
08:00 – 09:00 Breakfast
09:30 – 09:30 Moving to the next venue (National & Local Participants)

Session B: Opening Session
   Opening Remarks by

- ICHIHARA Nobuo (Chubu Regional Environmental Office)
- HAYASHI Kiyohiko (Aichi Prefecture)
- HAYASHI Yuta (Japan Youth Ecology League)

   Key Note Speech by
- NAKAJIMA Naoko(Ministry of the Environment of Japan)

10:15 – 10:45 Break with a short Ice Breaking game
Session C: National Presentations

   Presentation from participants
   Sharing the biodiversity problem and good practice of each country

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch
13:30 – 14:30 Travel for Excursion

Session D: Excursion
   Nature observation

- Learning Methods of Forest Research
17:00 – 17:30 Travel to Paramita Museum
17:30 – 18:00 Museum Tour
18:00 – 18:30 Travel to Komono Town Office
18:30 – 19:15 Dinner

Session D: Excursion
   Review of the day. Lessons learned from the activities

Session E: Statement 1
   Presentation of the Draft Statement Ver.1
   Recruitment for the Editing Team

20:00 – 21:00 Travel Back

14:30 – 17:00

19:15 – 19:30

19:30 – 20:00

Day 2: 3 August (Monday)

09:30 – 10:15

10:45 – 12:30
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Time Contents
07:30 – 08:30 Breakfast
08:30 – 09:00 Moving to the next venue (International Participants)
09:00 – 10:15 Session F: Asia Biodiversity Map
10:15 – 10:45 Break

Session G: Action Plan 1
   Sharing individual Action Plans
   Grouping

12:15 – 13:00 Lunch
13:00 – 13:30 Presentation by Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Company, Limited

Session H: Statement 2
   Group Discussion on the draft Statement

14:15 – 14:45 Break
Session I: Action Plan 2

   Making Specific Action Plan
17:00 – 18:30 Dinner

Session J: Statement 3
   Sectional Meeting based on the issues
   Plenary Meeting to reach a consensus on the Statement

Preparation for Presentation
   Grouping for the Session K

20:30 – 21:00

13:30 – 14:15

14:45 – 17:00

18:30 – 20:30

Day 3: 4 August (Tuesday)

10:45 – 12:15

 

 

Time Contents
07:30 – 08:30 Breakfast
08:30 – 09:00 Moving to the next venue (International Participants)

Session K: Preparation for Presentation
  Group works, divided into “Asia Biodiversity Map”, “Asia Youth Statement on

12:00 – 14:00 Lunch
Session L: Asian Youth Biodiversity Forum

   Presentation on the outcome of the Conference
“Asia Biodiversity Map”, “Asia Youth Statement on Biodiversity” and “Action Plan”

15:50 – 16:30 Break
16:30 – 17:00 Session M: Closing of the Conference
17:00 – 18:00 Dinner
18:00 – 19:30 Session N: Cultural Exchange
19:30 – 21:00 Session O: Networking Meeting and Self-Designed Program

14:00 – 15:50

Day 4: 5 August (Wednesday)

09:00 – 12:00

 
 

Time Contents
08:00 – 09:30 Breakfast
09:30 – 11:00 Departure / Free Discussion / Sight Seeing

Day 5: 6 August (Thursday)
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3. List of participants 

No Name Nationality Name of School or Employer Name of the environmental organization

 NORTHEAST ASIA
01 Ms. Li Binbin China Peking University Shan Shui Conservation Center
02 Ms. Wang Haihong China Xiamen University China Mangrove Conservation Network

03 Ms. Yang Mengjiao China Sichuan University Roots&Shoots Chengdu
04 Ms. Batdorj Davaajargal Mongolia Shine-Mongol High School Mongolian Youth Environmental Network

05 Mr. Enkh-Amgalan Tamir Mongolia National University of Mongolia Mongolian Youth Environmental Network

06 Ms. Sanduijav Tserendolgor Mongolia    Ritsumeikan Asia and Pacific University Institute of Future
07 Mr. Chung Ha Joon Republic of Korea Shin-il High School UNEP Korea, UNEP TUNZA
08 Ms. Hwang Hyun Jung Republic of Korea Korean Minjok Leadership Academy TUNZA
09 Ms. Rho Ah Mi Republic of Korea Seoul National University UNEP TUNZA NEAYEN

 SOUTH ASIA
10 Mr. MD. Ashikur Rahman Bangladesh Lalmat ia Housing S ociety Boys Uchcha M adhyamik Bidyalaya South Asia Youth Environment Network-Bangladesh.

11 Mr. Arunava Datta India Benaras Hindu University Tarumitra
12 Mr. Nikunj Jain India Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi Indian Youth Climate Network
13 Mr. Abhinav Khanal Nepal Bangladesh International Tutorial 1 Degree Initiative
14 Ms. Archana Maharjan Nepal Kathmandu University Yatra
15 Ms. Prerana Dhakhwa Nepal Kathmandu University Yatra

 SOUTHEAST ASIA
16 Mr. Sok Panhavuth Cambodia Pannasastra University of Cambodia CamYEN
17 Ms. DianThursina Indonesia Bogor Agricultural University LAWALATA-BAU 
18 Mr. Niwa  Rahmad Dwitama Indonesia Sma N 1 Padang iEARN -Indonesia
19 Ms. Vania Santoso Indonesia Petra 5 Senior High School AV Peduli
20 Ms. Ain Suraya Binti Mior Azri Malaysia Segi University College, Kota Damansara YAYASAN ANAK WARISAN ALAM
21 Mr. Chek Min Fey Malaysia University Science Malaysia        350.org
22 Mr. Muhammad Hilman Bin Mohd Fikri Malaysia International Islamic University Malaysia YAYASAN ANAK WARISAN ALAM
23 Ms. Jairus Carmela Josol Philippines Ateneo de Manila University Southeast Asia Youth Environment Network

24 Mr. Jessie James L. Marcellones Philippines University of Mindanao- Philippines Asia Pacific  Youth Environmental Network

25 Ms. Maia Therese Leviste Azores Philippines Assumption College Friends of the Seven Lakes Foundation (FSLF) Youth.

26 Ms. Sainum Tangsombatvisit Thailand Macquarie University Southeast Asia Youth Environment Network

27 Mr. Siriwat  Rittapai Thailand Kingmongkut University Technology of Thonburi ,Bangkok THAIYEN  THAIYOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK

28 Ms. Ngo Chi Le Vietnam Hanoi Foreign Trade University Vietnam Bayer Young Environmental Envoys Club

29 Ms. Nguyen Thuy Duong Vietnam Foreign Trade University Bayer Young Environmental Envoys Club

 NATIONAL PARTICIPANTS
30 Ms. Ando Yuki Japan Showa High School AEON Cheers Club
31 Ms. Aoki Eri Japan The University of Tokyo  Kankyo Sanshiro
32 Ms. Arongna Japan Nagoya University AEON Cheers Club
33 Ms. Hamaguchi Ayumi Japan Kikuka High School AEON Cheers Club
34 Ms. Hattori Kiko Japan Aichi Prefectural Nakagawa Commercial High School AEON Cheers Club
35 Ms. Hayashi Ayaka Japan Kyoto University IFSA-kyoto
36 Ms. Ichizawa Nanako Japan Shukutoku University AEON Cheers Club
37 Mr. Imai Junichi Japan The University of Tokyo Japan Youth Ecology League
38 Ms. Iwazaki Hirona Japan Shizuoka High School AEON Cheers Club
39 Ms. Kamimura Miyabi Japan Shanghai International Studies University AEON Cheers Club
40 Ms. Kaneko Mana Japan Aichi Shukutoku University AEON Cheers Club
41 Mr. Kang Sunwoo Republic of Korea Keio University  Japan Youth Ecology League
42 Ms. Kijima Yuki Japan Aichi Shukutoku University AEON Cheers Club
43 Mr. Kobayashi Kunihiko Japan Hosei University A SEED JAPAN
44 Mr. Masatsugu Takada Japan Kyoto University IFSA-Kyoto
45 Mr. Matsui Hirotaka Japan Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology Japan Youth Ecology League/ A SEED JAPAN

46 Ms. Matsumoto Saki Japan University of California, Los Angeles AEON Cheers Club
47 Mr. Matsumoto Susumu Japan Simizu High School AEON Cheers Club
48 Mr. Muramatsu Hiroki Japan Hokkaido University Japan Agricultural Student Conference

49 Ms. Okui Nozomi Japan Osaka Prefecture University  Japan Youth Ecology League
50 Ms. Sato Maya Japan Tokyo University of Agriculture ISOBEYA
51 Ms. Shamoto Rena Japan Nanzan University AEON Cheers Club
52 Mr. Shinohara Kouki Japan Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology Japan Youth Ecology League
53 Ms. Shu Akina Japan Keio University Hamanaka Laboratory in Keio University

54 Mr. Suzuki Kensuke Japan Nagoya University AEON Cheers Club
55 Mr. Takeuchi Toshihiro Japan Keio University Japan Youth Ecology League  
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56 Ms. Tanao Marie Japan Nanazan University AEON Cheers Club
57 Mr. Terada Daiki Japan Shizuoka Gakuen High School AEON Cheers Club
58 Mr. Yanai Akito Japan Ehime University Shikoku Youth NGO HOPE
59 Ms. Yoshima Megumi Japan The University of Tokyo Global Forest Environmental Studies

 LOCALPARTICIPANTS
60 Ms. Ajioka Yui Japan Chubu University Graduate School 
61 Mr. Arima Yusuke Japan Nanzan Kokusai Senior High School
62 Ms. Cho Chihiro Japan Okazaki High School
63 Ms. Endo Mikiko Japan Kariya High School
64 Mr. Gach, Evan Tyler United States of America Nagoya University
65 Mr. Hadano Yu Japan Bihoku High School
66 Ms. Ikarashi Anna Japan Chigusa High School
67 Ms. Inuzuka Chihiro Japan Hikarigaoka Girls' High School
68 Ms. Kokuryu Aiko Japan Aichi Keisei high school Nagoya City Forester Club
69 Ms. Kondo Miki Japan Nanzan University Nagoya Universal Eco Unit
70 Ms. Kondo Yukari Japan Meiwa High School
71 Ms. Masaki Erina Japan Nanzan University Nagoya Universal Eco Unit
72 Ms. Miyamori Yu Japan Okazaki Commercial High School 
73 Ms. Mori Miyuki Japan Mie University
74 Mr. Naito Yuta Japan Nagoya University of Foreign Studies
75 Ms. Sakano Ayana Japan Mie University Environment ISO S tudent Committee of M ie University

76 Ms. Takase Mari Japan Aichi commercial high school 
77 Ms. Ueda Asami Japan Asahigaoka High School
78 Ms. Yokoi Reina Japan Seirinkan High School
79 Ms. Yoshida Junko Japan Ichinomiya Commercial High School 

 STAFF
80 Mr. Fukushima Hiroki Japan Japan Youth Ecology League Japan Youth Ecology League
81 Mr. Hayashi Yuta Japan Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology A SEED JAPAN
82 Ms. Ichimura Reiko Japan Japan Youth Ecology League
83 Ms. Ishiguro Reiko Japan IUCN Japan Committee COP10/MOP5 program of IUCN Japan Committee

84 Ms. Kitahashi Midori Japan Japan NGO Center for International Cooperation Japan Youth Ecology League
85 Mr. Nakagawa Kazunori Japan Tokyo University of Science A SEED JAPAN
86 Mr. Nishimura Shingo Japan Hinodeya Institute for Ecolife co. Japan Youth Ecology League

 INTERPRETER
87 Mr. Tanaka Junya Japan JOICFP
88 Mr. Hirai Mitsuaki Japan University of California, Los Angeles
89 Ms. Nakanishi Akari Japan University of New Castle
90 Ms. Asada Mayumi Japan John Hopkins Nanjing Center  

 

. Picture of participants 4
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5. Materials prepared by participants 

Following Materials were prepared by participants before the conference. They made presentations using them in national 

presentations session. 

- - - - 
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6. Materials of keynote lecture 

Following two sets of slides are materials of keynote lecture by Ministry of the Environment, Japan. 

 

(1) Convention on Biological Diversity and National Biodiversity Strategy of Japan 
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(2) The Convention on Biological Diversity 
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7. Materials of excursion 

Followings are materials used in excursion. 
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  Deciduous tree   Evergreen   Decideous tree   Evergreen

Tree layer
(10m～) Number of trees

(          ) (          ) (          )

Sub-tree layer
(5m～8m)

(          ) (          ) (          )

bush layer
(2m～3ｍ）

(          ) (          ) (          )

Herbaceous layer
(～1m)

(          ) (          ) (          )

  Brightness
  undergrowth
  Stratum
  Others

  Maintained environment   Not maintained environment

(          )

(          )

(          )

(          )
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