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o The current coronavirus crisis has confronted us with the fact that we
have been making a serious miscalculation in the way we deal with and
relate to nature. It has also demanded that we reconsider how best to live
in harmony with nature going forward.

o We should recognize this crisis as a serious message from our
ecosystems demanding our behavioral change. After we contain the
pandemic, we must make our economic and social systems compatible
with conservation of biodiversity and measures against climate change.

o In our efforts to build a society truly living in harmony with nature after the
COVID-19 outbreak, we can look into our history and learn from our
ancestors. We may find a good model in the prehistorical Jomon period
in Japan. The society in this period was circular and ecological. It was a
compact society. We can find another model in the Edo period, the
Shogunate which lasted about 250 years until the Meiji Restoration.
Peoples’ livelihood was sustained, by decentralized societies in this
period. Japanese people traditionally think “human beings are a part of
nature”, as ecosystems have an indispensable function that provide us
with clean air, water and abundant food resources, while maintaining a
stable biosphere.

By combining wisdom of those societies from the past with modern
technologies and renewable energy, Japan can build a self-reliant,
circular and ecological society.

o The Satoyama Initiative, which Japan advocated, and has been
advancing with many partners, aims to reorganize those systems from
the past, and could be a world-leading example in doing so. Japan will
advance the Satoyama Initiative further, as we believe, in the course of
the recovery from the coronavirus crisis, it can also make a contribution
to solving local issues as well as to achieving the SDGs.



o Moreover, in climate change adaptation, making use of solutions in nature
Is also important. In the long history of struggling with flood disasters,
people in Japan have used a centuries-old flood control technology. In
this system, we utilize the water-retention capacity of forests and
integrate rivers with farmlands. This technology has also contributed to
the conservation of wildlife habitats. We will further push ahead with
integration of climate change measures and the conservation of
biodiversity, in such ways as protecting forests as so-called “green
reservoir.”

o We should take a lesson from this coronavirus outbreak to rethink the way
human beings deal with ecosystems and what living in harmony with
nature means.

o Our humanity is now tested as to whether we could behave for the benefit
of others such as future generations and ecosystems and whether we
could redesign our economic and social systems into green and resilient
ones.

o 2020 is a significant year when the “post-2020” global biodiversity
framework which takes over the Aichi Biodiversity Targets adopted in
Japan will be developed. Now is the time for us to act in concert with
people in the world to achieve the 2050 Vision, “living in harmony with
nature” shared in Aichi.

oTo this end, what can we do as individuals? The first step is “local
production for local consumption.” So let’'s get started with the first step
from your own community toward a circular and ecological economy.
“Save lives, save biodiversity, save our planet.”

Arigato (Thank you.)
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