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Japanese katagami stencil paper is made from 
several thin sheets of washi (Japanese hand-made 
paper) adhered together with persimmon tannin, into 
which designs are cut with thin knives. It has 
traditionally been used for dyeing cloth. In Japan, 
katagami stencil dyeing started around the 12th 
century. Becoming popular among all classes of society, 
including common people, by the 18th century, it was 
widely used in printing textiles such as kimonos. 
Under these circumstances, beautiful designs as well 
as advanced techniques unique to Japan have been 
developed.
A wide variety of motifs are employed by katagami 
stencil paper, and nature in all its four seasons and 
various creatures are seen in numerous patterns. 
Among these motifs, people’s  livelihoods such as 
those of farmers are also employed. Some creature 
motifs have special meanings; for example, a 
dragonfly represents strength and agility, while a 
lobster is a symbol of longevity. The traditional 
Japanese cultural phenomenon,  katagami, has 
indeed been molded by biodiversity in the country.
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