An Outline of Law concerning the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity through Regulations on the Use of Living Modified Organisms
1. Purpose of Law

For the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity in cooperation with other nations, the Law aims to secure precise and smooth implementation of the Protocol by taking measures to regulate the use of living modified organisms.

2. Announcement of Basic Matters

The competent ministers publicly announce basic matters for precise and smooth implementation of the Protocol. 

3. Procedure of Type 1 Use (the Use of living modified organisms without preventive measures against their dispersal into environment)

A person who create or import and make Type 1 Use of living modified organisms or other persons who wish to make Type 1 Use must submit Type 1 Use Regulations and obtain the approval of the competent minister. Nevertheless, this does not apply to the Use in accordance with approved Type 1 Use Regulations.  
To an application for the approval, a Biological Diversity Risk Assessment Report needs to be attached.
The competent minister publicly announces approved Type 1 Use Regulations.
“A person who wishes to export living modified organisms from a foreign country to Japan may apply for approval of Type 1 Use Regulations.”
4. Procedure of Type 2 Use (the use of living modified organisms while taking preventive measures against their dispersal into environment)

A person who wishes to make Type 2 Use of living modified organisms must,
A.
in case containment measures to be taken are stipulated by the ordinance of the competent ministries, take the said containment measures; and
B.
in case containment measures to be taken are not stipulated, take containment measures previously confirmed by the competent minister.

5. Testing of Living Organisms to Be Imported
In the event it is highly likely that an unapproved living modified organism is imported without knowledge of that fact and when designated by the competent minister, a person who wishes to import must notify the competent minister.
The competent minister may order the person who has notified to undergo testing by the competent minister or a person registered by the competent minister.

6. Provision of Information
Whenever necessary to ensure that the Type 1 Use of living modified organisms of which Type 1 Use Regulations have been approved is made correctly, the competent minister stipulates “Information on Correct Use” to be provided to a transferee. 
When living modified organisms (those for which the “Information on Correct Use” is not stipulated are excluded by the ordinance of the competent ministries) are transferred, necessary information has to be provided.
7. Procedure of Export
A person who wishes to export living modified organisms must notify the importing country.
It is stipulated that living modified organisms must not be exported unless the contents of the Use are indicated. 
8. Other Matters
The competent minister receives necessary reports, orders to conduct on-site inspection, and issues action orders, as required.
Penal clauses and interim measures are stipulated as required.
The competent ministers are the Minister of Finance, the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare, the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, the Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry, and the Minister of the Environment.
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