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Prior to
was distributed west of Shiga and Mia Prefectures and was re-
corded as rarely seen in the Kanto region. In the thirty years
since then, its area of distribution has greatly expanded. As a
result of this distributional expansion, thete are records of its
already being found Tohoku area.
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The black cicada (Cryptotympana facialls) was confirmed to exist
i the outskirts of Tokyo as late as about 1990, Thereater, it is

3 recorded as found in Chiba Prefecture around 2000 and in
- Ibaraki, Tochigi, and Gunma Prefectures in 2009. It is thought
] that s distribution extends as far northeast as lshikawa, Gifu,
s0, Yamanashi, Tokyo, Saitama, Tochig, and Chiba Prefec-
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A group of ground boetles, Carabinae, amount to around 1200

pecies , with close to 40
In terms of size, one of the largest species of carabids is the Japa-
nese ground beetle (Damaster blaptoides), a species endemic to Ja
pan. The long neck and head of this beetle is adapted for inserting
s head into a snail shell to eat the snail's soft flesh. Although
many carabids prey on snails, the Japanese ground beetle is the
only species with this striking specialization. Regional variations
in color and form are also characteristic of the carabids. To some

extent, these variations are recognized as separate species. Relat-
ed snail-eating carabids are Domaster fruhstorferi, living on Tsu-
ke

shima, and b dA.

found in Hokkaido.
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