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Governance
Governance vs. Institutions – New wisdom ‐ Challenges

Governance

Bi di it f t ll f l• Biodiversity governance refers to all purposeful 
mechanisms and measures aimed at steering social 
systems toward preventing, mitigating or adapting to y p g, g g p g
the risks to human well‐being associated with 
biodiversity change

• Or: establishment, reaffirmation or change of 
institutions designed to resolve conflict overinstitutions designed to resolve conflict  over 
environmental resources (Paavlova, 2007)

• Or: a system of formal and informal rules designed to 
coordinate interdependent activities and work 
t d th li ti f dtoward the realization of a common good. 



Institutions
Governance vs. Institutions – New wisdom ‐ Challenges

Institutions

S l t d th• Several strands across the 
social sciences:
• In economics: governance• In economics: governance 

of local commons
– In political science: p
emergence and impact of 
international regimes

=> Governance implies 
institutions that shapeinstitutions that shape 
behaviour



Governance vs. Institutions – New wisdom ‐ Challenges

Institutions are 
«constellation of 
norms, rights, rules, and 
l i hi hrelationships that 

define social practices 
d id i t tiand guide interactions 

among those who 
participate in them »participate in them. » 
(adapted from Young)

= social practice



Beyond received wisdom
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Beyond received wisdom

N d hi k i f l f– Need to think in terms of clusters of 
drivers 
The «tragedy of the commons» is– The «tragedy of the commons» is 
not inevitable and the centralization 
of authority is not the only solution y y
to it;

– => biodiv problems are local but the 
solutions are found at various levels
of governance

l– «Complex» governance is common 
and may enhance the robustness 
and resilience of governanceand resilience of governance 
systems



l

Governance vs. Institutions – New wisdom ‐ Challenges

– Strict compliance measures
are not prerequisites of 
i i i l ( i )institutional (regime) 
effectiveness;

– Science can promote or 
impede cooperation;

– Centralizing authority is not 
a necessary condition for y
international cooperation; 

– Participation may promoteParticipation may promote
or discourage the 
conservation and sustainableconservation and sustainable
use of natural resources. 



Challenges to biodiversity governance
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Challenges to biodiversity governance

– Building governance systems 
and institutions that are 
adaptive (importance ofadaptive (importance of 
learning), robust, resilient, 
and fair;;

– Poor «fit» between 
ecosystems and institutions 
=> building ecosocial
governance/institutions
H i t l i t ti– Horizontal integration

• Nationally: articulating various 
regulatory regimesregulatory regimes 

• Int’tl: articulation among env. 
regimes



• Vertical integration and

Governance vs. Institutions – New wisdom ‐ Challenges

• Vertical integration and 
choice of appropriate level 
f i iof intervention

– Subsidiarity in practicey p

–Multiscale/multilevel 
governance

–Which level of 
governance for which 
problem?problem?

– how can they be made 
i i i l ?to interact positively?



Governance vs. Institutions – New wisdom ‐ Challenges

How to protect biodiversity 
without impeding change 
( )(ex. Offsets as one solution)

How to «control» private 
( fgovernance (i.e. certification 

programs), make them 
compatible & morecompatible & more 
democratic, or able to 
answer other concerns (suchanswer other concerns (such 
as social justice) 

Defining the role of CBD andDefining the role of CBD and 
SCBD and strengthening 
them: a convention built to 
fail?



Governance vs. Institutions – New wisdom ‐ Challenges

Managing contradictions & 
conflicts among principlesconflicts among principles 
and rules locally and across 
regimes

• Local groups may emphasize
social justice over conservationsocial justice over conservation

– Scientists vs control of access

• Conversely: Local management 
of resources may increase local 
inequalitiesinequalities

=> how do we manage these 
contradictions & conflicts? 




